Mark Kebble peers into one of the more quirky designs scon to be appearing at the
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nspiraton can come m all Torms, but Angel agmits that hguorice
OEINg oneé 15 a Iitlle surpnsing. | love the colours,” grins a dehighted
Aline Johnson in her studio at Cockpit Arts, A quick double take and

effect on aline 15 apparent - all of her work features ghstemingly

=]

beautiful colours
The Dutch-born Aline, and Islington resident for some 1en years (that
foo has had an effect on her - there is not a trace of an accent in her
speech, and Aling explans "It just goes after a while™), designs and
produces a range of fused and kiln-formed glass tableware, lighting and
vases. |t was when she moved to England that she lelt a desire to
translate her fascination for colour, pattern and surface texture nio a

mnew medium from her lashion backgroumnd.
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Country Living Magazine Spring Fair in March.

puring the hour or 50 Angel spends with Aline, her passion for her cralt
& obwvious, and she energetically scampers around the studio to find
examples of what she is talking about. "The Business Design Centre is
very light and it is a great venue,” she says on the forthcoming Country
Living Spring Fair whilst binker ng with one of ner twa kilns, "ang thal
s one of the reasons | am doing the show. Alsa, the country living

aspect acls a5 an escape for Londoners - if you couldn't gel away from
everyday lite sometimes, it would be a very confusing world.”

Far Aline, her escape Is the Jurassic coast of Dorsat, where she has the
time [0 contemplate Turthering what s her second career, Asked why
she changed her focus from fashion design, she says simply: “After |
had children, | didn’t want to go back to my old job, and ihen discoverad
that glass and caldur 15 & very strong medium,
Glass has had a revival.”

after a period of working 'rom home, she
noved her operation into Cockpit Arts, lust ofl
lerkenwell, which has  wilnessed &
burgeoning career love it herel” she
gnthuses. "In my studio there arne [wo other
jewellers, 50 we bounce ideas off of each
other. although averyons (5 [en years youndger
than me, | am still the baby herg!”

Her rapld rise has attracted the lkes of
Channel 4 to her craft. | have |ust designed

gight Tused glass platlers Tor Lther Political
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Awards,” Aline beams as she searches out one of the designs. Ange
discovers that it 15 on this vary day that the Awards will be SCresned
and Aling sneakily informs that “Robin Cook won the major award
and Privale Eye won a satire award - they called me o say they [Owved
the platter !

it is commissions of this sart that Aline lives for. ©1 can get bDored
working on my own things!™ she exclaims. “But | can only make two
items a dav. 50 | do want to keep the operation quite small. Glass
Bahaves in differant ways, 5o it can be quite technical with Digger
work.” And does she take note of the current trends in London
homes? “Oh yes, because of my fashion Dackground | am always
aware of what's out there. And | do like change - | have guile & shorl
attention span!™
With her forthcoming appearance at the Business Design Centra, and
recent exposure 0 the nalional préss, Dusy Limes Could DE anead
somelhing that's fine by her. She locks 50 al home working with the
kilns, and decides it is time to show Angel the result of the day's work
Haging the Ld, She sighs at one failad experimant. "Whean bhings
happen like that, the job is frustrating,” Aline shakes her head

Thal's life though, and things that go wrong can be used again.” With
that, she pops lguorice into her mouth and gels (D wore
someling new, Aline will be appearing at C13 in the maln hall at
the Country Living Spring Falr - for more please log on to
www.countrylivingfair.com. For more on Aline's work, visit

www.alinejohnson.co.uk or call OTTTS &16868.
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