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Glass act

A playful and eclectic approach
to contemporary glassware design
is key to Aline Johnson's suCCess

When shie was 13 Alene Johmsam cut fubrg InBo
pablerns Lo make outlits for her Barbée dolls, This
artisdry avenBually lod her to Rady, where she sl up e
e mifveesar coslleedjon, Beigk Lo maslive Dollaird sl
lirsally 1o Lonwdon. establishing berself as & beading
iruagred itk 1o heeamiatifisl conite TsErany glanaw ady.

| sanpupasssr wor wery & creabive lamah e alls Lhins
by Latheer Eaanghd art amd my sl bed alwa sl B
hands crradived | b mich, ber fsray inbo laskhios design
seemesl & mabural one, and Alne meroed Lo lLaby s
theen truvelled in the For Fast, Following the wrrival
of Twer bwo children, she decided ber hectic career had
Lix b, bt abve stll “Thcheed” for @ creative outhel

After a Frlj-ﬂ-_“r#lll.‘l £ CimirsE i ,ih:l.'lia IE|'|."\-mll.. Al
has based herself al Londons Coclgil Arts for sight
years, crealing everything from candy-stripe plaliers
B .|_-.1'.j.]i||E chansleliers of leaves and Bealhers. "The
;glu‘h' :l.1|'i,|'|r Fi,rq'l_'p. W II'I'-|HI'|.'"|.I I thie |,'|||I'J|:l|1rrI:|.I|!|iI
youa firmld &l the: heach; she explains. Aline selects fine
strips of caloured glass. which are then fused onto a
clear sheet of glass in a kiln ot 800°C for 14 howrs. The
glass is Uven sandblasted. ghving it a mall Haish,

For hier cascading changediees | from E1.500), Adine
medis glass inlo plaster moubids of feathiers or leaves,
which ane then suspemnded by tiger Gail - a transiucen
il -coabed wire. T issed b use Ashimg wire, bul oflen
fouind myself in o tangle. she langhs, "Not o good bdeal”
Wi it came 1o ber Desert Leaves comamission for
the Rritish Embassy in{jatar, she laoked 1o natune as
her insparation and installed a stunning chandelier of
130 iriclescent glass leaves in fnbulows ail-spill colours,

The ome thing that's always present in her work s
an element of fun: her Hanky vases [ irom £180) cun
b turmeed upside down indoe o lable lamp, il for o
venrs she has made Uhe Lrophies for the Channel 4
Poditheal Awards - "to give politics. o it she says.

And U latisee? Bisokends! Dm hunting lor old,
lewthier-boume baosks to inspare o range of glass
Isodoemds that Bght upe A trudy luminary ea

0775 616 B68; alinejohneon.co.uk
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